nites the flame. A time-travel anime, ‘Steins;Gater
WORDS ALEX BRZEZICKA deatiny-hound Jovers meet agpin and fels "ignies e iame; & Lne i soulmate/love g ate.
the ancient empires, it~ de imilar path. A pair of main cha That kind of transcendent link is als tro ¢
26 Welcome to the cult of love: Founded in the folloWOS rﬁaﬁtﬂ what version of reality theybemz E&r&%arngti on and the possibility of regaii € Corg
as hacked into the digital age. s emergedthe O MeNM, 1 S e e nlic e gl g b sl enough soul connection gge"‘;b'g
. . 3 tors’ min f past lives. VOR
From the existential voids of our ances ith a single head  ories of past f mere physicality. i §
i vine creatures wi A the limitations of me material realm, an endearing acco
S{t?wetkw??ar::o; sfgﬂlr";artne:: a?agﬁg'uw%asn%%vg:vsggl?gee: ts'edxles: Men were chlldreg g‘f)meo \?tugf' yond ‘ o F%gﬁgpg&gﬁmgrﬂg?a efore’ trilogy, After rpeeting s %’r’; fstes.
women wereecl'nildren of the Earth; and androgynous descendants of the Moon wer d Zeus, who,  soulmate-like love connec! tiful night together, full of sparkling conversation, exploring Nuanceg
h i f ites. Wielding a divine power, they became a threat to the go ) se and Céline spend a beau i, the couple reunﬁe s nine years after the or| ginal mees
:efri?:égg:’g' ?he%,?r?:;ﬁsénd gani‘ghed tem to |ive'incomplete.t;r; ﬁ'\esg?g's The Symposium.“The  of po;t-r"tgdfrtﬂ: f;le; tf%?g 'sl{illlasf\%qeuseétrongé The final part shows their relationship through tlﬂg
3 The story of soulmates origina ire for sex-  realizing tha lenses: Real ones. )
e It g ich lovees aVeltcmmr:‘d N ?r?g :ngcr:fde?‘fh?e's?%pae:é g;r?r?o‘t'}:fgﬂé of which  most down-to-earth and |mperfeci:1 alits variations and m¥s§-,enes' thel conceﬁt Of the soulmate
ggl‘l’r:fﬁ?#a'i%m;‘ ;%;:r:séhgggéﬁ.grgemiment,' Plato writes. Thou?lr; rggg éﬁlenrrt\?uhéhi%ugg is a difficult one to capture in any work of culture. Each of the examples carrles a piece of thg

pecially if w, -
will never satisf: our K)ngine Fe

individualizati i of something as et ereal, es
ine ridi i 's world of ego-cult and individualization/a : . ! eory within it, but none can capture the essence of s
PR S e IO RIS h S e e e L o et
orcise. As it's impossible, we try to fill it wif C g t rt of the il-  oneness. Followi ) 1 " ized ion of the soulmates calling them g A
i id inside, we might as well look into the last reso indirectly internalized the idealized version A g anima, the
;:)%ri]ga?fa%egasr?\?rz tlcf)les ﬁ?lsst?r;l%ef ;ggln'rn‘ates and trace their digital echoes in our age. Cﬁgrdfli‘lgnli'(lengflr:(\:ﬂ R e by a man, and animus, the figure of a man at work in & Woman's pe.
While the Greek myth is one of the most plcturesgug of the sfto- g;‘ e. Both serve as a guide of the soul’ mediating between the unconscious and conscious m; nd,
desimvesanates in the beliefs of many cultures before and after. e e vicdsh ward o According to Jung, our life’s great mission is the completion of the process of individuation in
destiny, with ‘basherte/ et oy eaesignating the fated one, as in a predestined partner or sou which we accept the anima/animus. The problem appears when instead of sacrificing ourselyes
ma';%he Kabbalah, or Jewish ysticism, treats husband e o2 Plagniaimasa, whlc'} meanzls to the challenging inner work, we project the archetype onto another person, ‘the Magica) Other;
half-souls, split at the beginning of creation and reunited in holy matrimony. The notion of a souh- s a Jungian analyst, James Follis, named them, the ane person who would be a key to our il
mate is usually tied to the romantic connection in both its physical and spiritual aspects, thoug a | t‘ong Sounds like Plato's soulmate, without the non-binary as a gender option.
. . ition, still popu'lar.m many spiritual Irish prac-  salvation. Today, science contraindioates the exi%ence of
: ; i i i instead of projecting. There's n
a meaning friend. Anam Chara is a mentor and spiritual guide, with an emphasis on compan- chology rlghﬁf{.:rl,ly tad\gﬁf:n:stgotnlgrk onourselves in. proj g
ionship. This relationship was destined to be deeper than just the Iove—onept_ed one and often  myths to sell the tra
lasted a lifetime. In Norse mythology, supernatural beings called Fylgja had a similar role. Perceived
as the part of a human soul that can move outside of the body in an anii
female form, they are attached to the individual since birth and act as ar

Soulmates, psy-
0 need to create
new generation as knowledge now travels throu

% gh our cyber-
nated veins faster than ever. We buried the love stereotyﬁes along with the tire

A d rom-coms and
mal or, less commonly,a  soa operas. Still, there's the stench of rotting nostalgia that won't leave the room, on both sides

> d ruthlessly take soulmates apart the
epresentation of a future  of the screen, Perhaps, the more we start to analyze an ! i L ;
fate, traveling ahead of their owner. Ghris Weitz's ‘The Golden Compass' loosely borrows fromthe  more hope for love we lose along the way. After yet anotherbtlexasten_ttﬁl ]umﬁ m:jo th? known-un-
Nordic, assigning a Daemon, or animal-shaped part of the soul to each of the characters, known, we might quietly yearn for it. It is ike holding onto a blade with one and, but what if we
Beyond the human and animal realm, the soulmate concept as-  can still exist quite well with the other arm? What if one day, the current will bring us another
cends to the higher, deities’ realm in Egyptian mythology. The idea of a single soul split into two blade-drifter? We can hold on harder to a warm hand than a cold blade. )
applied to the gods, who, quite uniquely, when reuniting didn't merge into one entity, but linked ) _In 2007, Libb Thims proposed the idea of free energy matchin ,
of that pairing'is the sibling gods Shu and based on the chemical compatibility of humans. In their fanta;y version of the f
preservation and change. The idea of divine  able to pick your mate on the reaction potential after comparing human free energy tables. It's
couples completing each other as soulmates and opposites goes way back to Adam and Eve in Supposed to save us the trouble of finding the ideal match. Now, fifteen years later, the only de-
the Garden of Eden. Though that couple is not a perfect defJictIon of a soulmate relationshi be-  constructed echo of the concept resounds in the dystopian reality of Black Mirror., In the 'Hang
cause of the often misogynistic and patriarchal ortrayal of Eve's place in the relationship. hat, The DJ' episode, we see their dark take on an elaborate Tinder-like app, using the simulation of
we find in Maori mythologg.;:diaenous to New Zealand. Thejr origin story starts with Rangj, the  the ‘'digital clones’ of the users.
Sky Father, and Papa, the h Mother. Joined in an eternal hug, they birthed children in the d Ever since the fascination with Al started, it was obvious that
ness. The children longed for warmth, so they separated their parents to allow the light to come  the soul-connection territo wouldn't stay unconquered. In Spike Jonze's Her, the subject falls
into the world. It's said that to this day, Rangi' mourns the loss of his lover in rain and ?’apa sends  foranAl operating system, gamantha despite the obvious obstacles of the form body/code, and
her affection up as a mist. In Hinduism, a corresponding union was Ardhanarishvara, a half-male  the daunting question of what is to be a human Though that kind of scenario seems to be stilla
and half-female deity combined from the ?od Shiva and goddess Parvati. Wanting to experience  matter of sci-fi, the quest for a soulmate is often carried out on the digital realm. Social media
:\r;ev :rc:;s%so: omge pgnrg\frh Sni;a s?r?d hal ftOf himself afnd took hgllf of Pgrvati in. External union became the mést popular hom S i
er ns gh. Here, the ecstasy comes rom combining the inner ma culi
feminine within. Not the longing for two entities, but dimensions, to megeL sculne and  and . e o o, sl

and harnessed the power of two souls. An example uture, you'd be
Tefnut, representing the two principles of existence,

hiidren of the Earth; and androgynous descend.m‘ of
f the Sur; wedomen e If and banished them to live lncomplete, in t
= Mon wars chilgen o ho, terriﬂ cut them In half a :
TION “There were three sexes.th 't to the god Zeus, who, ;
SOULMATES 2.0: IN SEARCH OF THE UNIVERSAL CONNEC divine power, they me a thre
the Moon were born out of the merging of opposites. Wielding a we becal dﬂspu,

figure for the Lo, : I't.:t!(on th> dthe othler bas%d on their proﬁleis pums':]ingf tr;lelr llrggesh

eet. 3 €-Up image that cou never live up to ex ectations. In an echo of t € old days,

about the dual nature of e hum[;ﬁsg:ol& t?ﬁoednellrgnh:‘ir:ned thought o{ legjwsm and other traditions we shift focus onto the idols: the celebrities and artists Wh‘n’le akey to their allure before was the

search for the other e e ‘ , ans were already too obsessed with the mystery, today, because of social media content, we can connect through parasocial relationships,
ag:r? i, Romanuc?sm. i ';]‘ls ea’:;)? s;:gln‘g%rggo ggtﬁgegttlgpﬁ Tot:e quesilreacfh&d |Its peakonce  aone-sided connection where the other Person is unaware of our existence.

employed Plato's soulmates theory in his novel ‘Elective Afﬁnmeg ! :"Y ‘ﬂc el o Wiaries, om ancient Greece to today's digital realities, there's an un-

had recurring headacnes o, OPPOSite Sides, in plac gy inities. IS characters, long-lost lovers derlining theme. In the darkest hours, in the deepest shadow-self we all desire “the complete de-

Today, we fin oucresglvesei °"9";'a' °°"’°|'“'" ) struction of the self, abolishing the boundaries that Separate her from the beloved,” as Simone de

mates. An idea rooted in the colle ctive Unconscion S egna % fange place talking about sou- €auvoir once said aboyt women's devotion, Now we must apply it above and despite the con-

alization and embracing of mer o) dependence as indrin, > ly fa')rlls comes into play with the re.- struct of gender, With the complex of the lost archetypal twin in the back of our minds, in the dead

gxamples is Neon Genesis Evangelion an anime where bigllcar}?hge emlostt V1o denly tarnishing  of Si3nt, we still dream o the eSical other. All it takes for it to appear is to look in the mirror. It

The series closely examies ron Psyche of sams charas the"’ange s try to destroy the Earth might be painful to twist our stubborn minds in that direction, but necess; Internally united, we

afeeling that plays the Sweet blues of solitude throughout the wi Imeans 0 cope with loneliness ¢an be our most skilify| Savior and stand a chance against the faceless vo%ryéut it's a space where

at to exist as a person is to be Separate. It portrays the wa svgfcae;gnes ‘The o Uree Suggests  all that's reason withers, That S why, in the end, the defense mechanisms against that have to be

1o the eternal womb through love, sex anci friendships. Nonaof hem orgoVith the urge to return llogical. That's the most humane method of them al Maybe the uitimate quost in life is to search

tions the possibility of coexist&\cﬁlof t.gdiv,dluaj,ty and a compl etrg ugiosn '&ﬁgﬁggsgt.ht:’l_t ques- ‘f:%rnt:\neegos%g::‘lssﬁgrbbmen patterns, bugs in the system.yand cracks in thg wallsr.‘ Maybe in thoss

' Ckily, the cold-h i ion 1. : etween, we ca if i tal
the Souimates agichel Condrys i o) s?uanréﬁ‘i’ng'Z'f"t'?i?s"p%'zE!Z"ﬂ?n'h"-"sﬁ‘b"s‘é‘rfé‘:s"t%' Dyg QoW OF thiow Us oL, Maybe JHe ey b posae uhsuior 2minute befoe ey star
© soulmates theory. It paints a picture whare even after purging memories of gnanr Partner,  be'lty a1 Sbie o eyt comes, welcome it with & smife, ike long-lost quirky cousin. If not, may-
' S Possible to find other illogical People to build a shelter from the void with Sorinates.
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